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STATEMENT OF FAITH 

 

Of faith in the Holy Trinity: There is but one living and true God, everlasting, without body or parts, of infinite 

power, wisdom, and goodness; the maker and preserver of all things, both visible and invisible. And in unity of this 

Godhead there are three persons, of one substance, power, and eternity—the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost 

 

Of the Word, or Son of God, Who Was Made Very Man: The Son, who is the Word of the Father, the very and 

eternal God, of one substance with the Father, took man’s nature in the womb of the blessed Virgin; so that two 

whole and perfect natures, that is to say, the Godhead and Manhood, were joined together in one person, never to be 

divided; whereof is one Christ, very God and very Man, who truly suffered, was crucified, dead, and buried, to 

reconcile his Father to us, and to be a sacrifice, not only for original guilt, but also for actual sins of men. 

 

Of the Resurrection of Christ: Christ did truly rise again from the dead, and took again his body, with all things 

appertaining to the perfection of man’s nature, wherewith he ascended into heaven, and there sitteth until he returns 

to judge all men at the last day. 

 

Of the Holy Ghost: The Holy Ghost, proceeding from the Father and the Son, is of one substance, majesty, and 

glory with the Father and the Son, very and eternal God. 

 

Of the Sufficiency of the Holy Scriptures for Salvation: The Holy Scripture contains all things necessary to 

salvation; so that whatsoever is not read therein, nor may be proved thereby, is not to be required of any man that it 

should be believed as an article of faith, or be thought requisite or necessary to salvation. In the name of the Holy 

Scripture we do understand those canonical books of the Old and New Testament of whose authority was never any 

doubt in the church.  

 

Of Original or Birth Sin: Original sin standeth not in the following of Adam, but it is the corruption of the nature 

of every man, that naturally is engendered of the offspring of Adam, whereby man is very far gone from original 

righteousness, and of his own nature inclined to evil, and that continually. 

 

Of Free Will: The condition of man after the fall of Adam is such that he cannot turn and prepare himself, by his 

own natural strength and works, to faith, and calling upon God; wherefore we have no power to do good works, 

pleasant and acceptable to God, without the grace of God by Christ preventing us, that we may have a good will, and 

working with us, when we have that good will. 

 

Of the Justification of Man: We are accounted righteous before God only for the merit of our Lord and Saviour 

Jesus Christ, by faith, and not for our own works or deservings. Wherefore, that we are justified by faith, only, is a 

most wholesome doctrine, and very full of comfort. 

 

Of the One Oblation of Christ, Finished upon the Cross: The offering of Christ, once made, is that perfect 

redemption, propitiation, and satisfaction for all the sins of the whole world, both original and actual; and there is 

none other satisfaction for sin but that alone. Wherefore the sacrifice of masses, in the which it is commonly said 

that the priest doth offer Christ for the quick and the dead, to have remission of pain or guilt, is a blasphemous fable 

and dangerous deceit. 

 

Of Sanctification: Sanctification is that renewal of our fallen nature by the Holy Ghost, received through faith in 

Jesus Christ, whose blood of atonement cleanseth from all sin; whereby we are not only delivered from the guilt of 

sin, but are washed from its pollution, saved from its power, and are enabled, through grace, to love God with all our 

hearts and to walk in his holy commandments blameless. 

 

  

Of the Church: The visible church of Christ is a congregation of faithful men in which the pure Word of God is 

preached, and the Sacraments duly administered according to Christ’s ordinance, in all those things that of necessity 

are requisite to the same. 

 

Of the Sacraments: Sacraments ordained of Christ are not only badges or tokens of Christian men’s profession, but 



rather they are certain signs of grace, and God’s good will toward us, by which he doth work invisibly in us, and 

doth not only quicken, but also strengthen and confirm, our faith in him. 

There are two Sacraments ordained of Christ our Lord in the Gospel; that is to say, Baptism and the Supper of the 

Lord. 

Those five commonly called sacraments, that is to say, confirmation, penance, orders, matrimony, and extreme 

unction, are not to be counted for Sacraments of the Gospel; being such as have partly grown out of the corrupt 

following of the apostles, and partly are states of life allowed in the Scriptures, but yet have not the like nature of 

Baptism and the Lord’s Supper, because they have not any visible sign or ceremony ordained of God. 

The Sacraments were not ordained of Christ to be gazed upon, or to be carried about; but that we should duly use 

them. And in such only as worthily receive the same, they have a wholesome effect or operation; but they that 

receive them unworthily, purchase to themselves condemnation, as St. Paul saith. 

 

Of Baptism: Baptism is not only a sign of profession and mark of difference whereby Christians are distinguished 

from others that are not baptized; but it is also a sign of regeneration or the new birth. The Baptism of young 

children is to be retained in the Church. 

 

Of the Lord’s Supper: The Supper of the Lord is not only a sign of the love that Christians ought to have among 

themselves one to another, but rather is a sacrament of our redemption by Christ’s death; insomuch that, to such as 

rightly, worthily, and with faith receive the same, the bread which we break is a partaking of the body of Christ; and 

likewise the cup of blessing is a partaking of the blood of Christ. 

Transubstantiation, or the change of the substance of bread and wine in the Supper of our Lord, cannot be proved by 

Holy Writ, but is repugnant to the plain words of Scripture, overthroweth the nature of a sacrament, and hath given 

occasion to many superstitions. 

The body of Christ is given, taken, and eaten in the Supper, only after a heavenly and spiritual manner. And the 

means whereby the body of Christ is received and eaten in the Supper is faith. 

The Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper was not by Christ’s ordinance reserved, carried about, lifted up, or worshiped. 

 

Of the Marriage of Ministers: The ministers of Christ are not commanded by God’s law either to vow the estate of 

single life, or to abstain from marriage; therefore it is lawful for them, as for all other Christians, to marry at their 

own discretion, as they shall judge the same to serve best to godliness. 

  

We believe in Marriage as Defined by the Holy Bible: that the term “marriage” is defined by God in His Holy 

Bible in Genesis 2, by Jesus, and in the Epistles of the New Testament as having only one, legitimate meaning, and 

that is marriage sanctioned by God, which joins one man and one woman in a single, covenantal union.  Marriage 

ceremonies performed in any facility owned, leased, or rented by Alpharetta First Methodist Church, Inc. will only 

be ceremonies sanctioned by God, joining one man with one woman as the gender was determined by God at birth. 

(Genesis 2:24; Romans 7:2; 1 Corinthians 7:10; Ephesians 5:22-23) 

 

Of the Duty of Christians to the Civil Authority: It is the duty of all Christians, and especially of all Christian 

ministers, to observe and obey the laws and commands of the governing or supreme authority of the country of 

which they are citizens or subjects or in which they reside, and to use all laudable means to encourage and enjoin 

obedience to the powers that be. 

 

We believe in the HISTORIC TEACHINGS OF JOHN WESLEY: Wesley insisted that evangelical faith should 

manifest itself in evangelical living. He spelled out this expectation in the three-part formula: 

1. By doing no harm, by avoiding evil of every kind 

2. Secondly: By doing good of every possible sort, and, as far as possible, to all 

3. By attending upon all the ordinances of God 

The statements above were adopted from Wesley’s original text in The Sunday Service of the Methodists (1784). 

 


